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mUDBAETH  RUEAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


AIWUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALIH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEflBER,  1957. 


To;  The  Chairman  and  timbers  of  the 
Deudraeth  Rural  District  Council. 


¥ar.  Chairman,  Gentlenen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Health  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1957» 

The  Registrar  General's  raid  year  estimate  of  j)opulation  showed 
a decrease  of  iiO  as  compared  with  the  previous  tvi/o  years. 

Live  births  decreased  by  6 in  1957>  and  there  was  an  increase  of 
19  in  the  n mber  of  deaths.  This  latter  fact  is  largely  accountable 
to  the  presence  of  an  Aged  Persons  Home  in  the  district. 

Infant  mortality  remained  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  5 fewer  deaths  from  cancer  in  1957  and  of  these 
there  were  no  Img  cases. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  was  halved,  and  once 
again  the  number  of  nev/  pialmonary  cases  notified  decreased  (1955  J 17# 

1956;  9,  1957:  7). 

There  was  a carry  over  of  whooping  cough  from  the  previous 
year  and  a minor  epidemic  of  measles. 

Nine  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified. 

I wish  to  thank  iir.  R.  0.  Hu^es  for  his  co-operation  during 
the  year. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  ^rvant, 
EAAN  RICHARDS 


District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GSNBRAL  STATISTICTS. 
Area  of  Rural  District 
Rateable  Value,  £53,787. 


C 


75,493  acres. 


Population  (Registrar  General's  figures) 

6,600. 

Sum  represented  by  a Denny  Rate  £220 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (According  to 
Books)  at  end  of  year  2,350. 

the  Rate 

GOIViPARABILITY  PACTCR^ 

Births  1.18 

Deaths  O.76 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Nett  Births  (Live  and  Still)  - 

89 

Births  (Live) 

87 

Births  ( Still ) 

2 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  PEE  1 ,000  POPULATION. 

13.8 

LIVE  BIRTHS  87 

Males 

Females 

Total 

41* 

46 

Legitimate 

39 

42 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (Percentage  of  Total  Live  Biirths) 

- 0.69 

DEATHS 

Total  number  - 126 

Males  - 58 

Females  - 68 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - I9.O9 

1956  figures  - 16.11 

DEATHS 

OP  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 

Total  - 2 

Males 

Finales 

Total 

1 

- 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Infant  Jfortality  (Rate  per  1000  Live  Births) 

1956  figures 

- 22.99 

- 21.51 

Deaths 

of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 

- 22.99 

Deaths 

of  Illegitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 

- Nil. 

DEATHS  OP  INPANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS 

Males 

Pemale  s 

Total  1 

- 

Legitimate  1 

- 

Illegitimate  nil 

nil 

MATERNix^  MDRr.\Lirr 


Deaths  coniiected  with  childbirth  and  pregnancy  - 1 


lEATHS  PRai  C^mCER, 


Total  - 16 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 2.Z»2 
DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS , 


Total  - 2 

Rate  per  1,000  popxalation  - 0.33 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEULTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE 

( 1 )  PUBLIC  HH\LTH  OFFICERS  OP’  ‘THE  AUTHORITY. 


One  Ivied j oa.L  OTfioer  of  Health.. 

One  Saul  it  ary  Impectoro 

(2)  LABORixTORY  BACILITIfiS- 

Water  imalysis  (diemical)  carried  out  by  Mr-o  Harold  Lowe, 

Public  Analyst,  Chester. 

Hater  Analy.eis  (PacterioD.cgical)  and  milk  exaimination  for 
cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  by  the  Public  Headth 
Laboratory,  Aborystwy^^  c.or.ia>A-|  . 

(3)  AlffiUIrlNCS  FACILITIES, 

One  tonbulance  st.ationecl.  at  Penrhyndeudi-aeth.. 

(4)  BIB^iNT  HELFilRE  CLmiCS. 

Psnrhyndeudraeth  - held  fortnightly  in  the.  .t*elwyd  Htulding. 

Harlech  - held  monthly  at  the  Free  Library;’. 

TravTsfynydd  « held  monthly  at  the  Congregational  Chapel  'Vfestiy. 

(5)  TJOTE  NifJilL  CLINCS. 

Held  at  the  Out-patients’  Department,  Ivfemorial  Hospital, 

Blaenau  Ffestiniog,  every  t^’-o  weeks. 

(6)  ORTHOPiiEDIC  CLINIC. 

Held  fortnightly  at  the  Clinic,  Wynne  Road,  Blacr.au  ITestiniog. 

(7)  TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC,. 

Held  every  week  at  the  Clinic,  Wynne  Road,  Blaenau  Efestiniog. 

(8)  DIPHTHERIA  imililSATICM. 

Arranged  by  the  County  Ifedical  Officer  of  Health. 

Immunisation  of  babies  and  young  children  carried  out  at 
the  Primary  School. 

(9)  H0SPIT.1LS. 


Thei*e  is  no  Hospital  situated  in  the  area. 

(10)  BTFBCTIOUS  DISKISSS. 

Total  number  of  Infect ioiis  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  year  - 47 

Scarlet  Fever  - 

Bacillary  Eysentry  - 

Wliooping  Cough  - 26 

ifeasles  - 11 

Infantile  Phralysis 
Pneumonia  • • 9 

Erysipa.lys  - 1 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


mu  GASES 


PolmonaLry 


Non-pulraonary 


TUBERCULOSIS  HEATHS. 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulraonaiy 


Total  - 6 

Males  - 5 Females  - 1 
Total  - 1 

Males  - nil  Females  - 1 
Total  - 2 

Males  - 1 Females  - 1 
Total  - nil 


m CASES  MD  MORl'ALITY  LURIJ5G  1957  IN 
AGE  GROUPS. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non 

' Respiratory  , ] 

Respiratory 

Kbn 

Respiratory 

0 

M F ' 

M F 

M F 

M F 

1 

2 

10 

15_ 

1 

20 

1 

-_25  

2 



- 

55 

i 

45 

1 

55 

2 

I 1 

65 

1 



CAUSES  OF  HEATH  1937. 


Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 
Acute  PoliOTiyelitis 
Malignant  Stomach 
” Lungs 

* Breast 

" Neoplasm,  uterus 

" Other  sites 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronaiy  diseases  Etngina 

HjTpertension  mth  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circiilatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 


M. 

1 


F. 

1 


4 

11 

6 

1 

7 

5 
2 
3 
3 


2 

2 

6 

19 

4 

9 

2 

2 

1 

5 


"4-“ 

M.  P. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenxam 

2 

Gastiritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 7 

All  other  accidents 

4 6 

Siiicide 

1 

Neoplasms 

Congenital  Jiialformations 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

TOTilL 

58  68 

NATIOWJj  ASSISTiiNCE  ACT,  1948. 

Orders  were  made  extending  the  period  of  removal  in  one  case,  who 
\7as  transferred  from  a saiiitoritun  to  a hospital  within  the  area.. 
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GENERAL  SMITARY  C0M3ITI0NS. 

Sewerage 

¥ork  Tv-as  conmenced  on  the  Ii4aent\-/rog  Village  Sev/erage  Scheme,  due 
for  completion  in  1958* 

Fx^paJi's  and  improvements  were  cari-ied  out  to  the  Penrhyndeudraeth  and 
Har3.ech  Outfall  Sewer.  The  Council  approved  an  extension  to  Pronyw, 
Talsamau  of  a 6'*  sev/er  to  serve  5 properties  and  the  work  was  carried  out 
satisfactorily. 

Plano  were  appioved  for  a Sewerage  Disposal  Scheme  at  Ynys, 

Talsarnau. 

Private  cesspools  and  '-Jepta.a  Tanlcs  within  the  district  were 
examined  and  emptied  '.“lien  necessary'-.  All  disposal  plants  maintained 
by  the  Coun.cil  \7or^  regularly  inspected. 


The  Council  approxed  pla.is  and.  teade:.  .for  the  re-laying  of 
approximately  630  yards  of  3”  A.G.  Water  i/Iaii,s  tlir-ough  Garreg  Village, 
Llanfrothen. 

Inspections  were  regijilarly  carried  out  on  the  water  worl:s  and 
sources  of  supply  r/ithin  tb'i  district,  and  bacteriological  analysis  of 
water  samples  from  the  suppl’.ies  were  frequently  taken.  Chemical  and 
bacteriological  sairples  were  a.lso  talcen  for  private  supplies  and  advice 
given  as  to  .remedies  etc.  ,.l  few  pi’ope.rties  still  remain  on  the 
standpipe  supply  1.e,  Tai  Ne'.fyddion,  Yn^’-s,  Prongoch  and  Prenfair, 
Maentivrog,  a few  properties  at  Phyd  and  Tanlan,  Llanfrothen,  whilst 
Bryn  Bwbach,  Llandecwyn  is  without  a supply  at  all.  The  Council 
have  considered  the  re-laying  of  the  mains  on  the  LLanfair  Roo.d,  Harlech 
and  the  supplementing  of  Tov'/n  supply  from  Llyn  Eiddew  Mawr. 

Total  length  of  mains  throughout  the  district  is  2o  miles. 

Water  is  supplied  into  1,370  houses,  and  during  the  summer  months  the 
demand  is  tenfol  aving  to  the  influx  of  tourists. 

Total  number  of  meter  fixed  to  date  - ' 79 
Total  number  of  new  connections  - 8 


Public  Conveniences.. 

Wev/  conveniences  were  erected  at  Llandanv/g  by  direct  labour  and 
plans  were  approved  for  the  improvement  of  Maentwrog  Conveniences,  The 
Council  have  also  considered  site  for  the  erection  of  new  Public 
Conveniences  at  Llanfrothen,  Gellilydan  and  Bronaber.  The  existing 
conveniences  were  satisfactorily  maintained  by  the  Council's  en^jloyees, 
and  Lmprovenents  wore  carried  out  to  the  Penrhyndeudraeth  Conveniences 
by  direct  labour. 

Refuse  Collection 

A weekly  dcmsstic  collection  is  carried  out  by  the  Council's  own 
vehicle  (except  for  Crocsor  Village)  and  very  few  complaints  were 
received  concerning  the  work.  Requests  were  made  to  collect  from 
additional  properties,  vAiich  were  granted. 

Refuse  sites  xroro  well  maintained  and  inspected  regularly.  The 
X.lanbedr  Tip  v/as  closed  and  covered  with  earth,  and  a survey  was  carried 
our  fer  another  suitable  site. 


Water 


II 


II 


II 


of  rc-connections  - 7 

of  Bact.  & Chem.  samples  - 31  • 


Rodent  Control. 


The  service  is  carried  out  jointly  mth  the  Ffestiniog  U.D.C. , 
a full  time  Officer  being  employed  for  both  districts.  Refiase  sites 
and  sewers  besides  numerous  properties  are  inspected  and  treated 
regularly. 


Disinfestation. 

Disinfecting  and  fumigating  of  infested  premises  is  undertaken 
as  required  and  directed  by  the  M.O.H. 


Surveys  were  made  for  probable  sites  for  Old  People  *s  houses 
at  Harlech,  Gellil^^dan  and  Penrhyndeudraeth. 


A survey  of  all  the  Council's  Houses  was  carried  out,  and  the 
necessary  repairs,  maintenance  and  painting  effectively  done.  The 
fencing  of  the  properties  at  Ad\Tyd.dxL  Estate  was  carried  out  and  the 
appearance  of  the  site  grea.tly  improved. 

Some  unfit  houses  were  improved  in  accordance  with  undertakings 
given.  The  Council  approved  the  pin^chasing  of  vacant  dwelling  houses 
in  reasonably  good  condition,  as  part  of  their  re-housing  programme# 


Txie  total  npnber  of  plans  submitted  under  the  Bye-Laws  and 
considered  by  the  Council  was  - 73  • 


A substantial  amount  has  been  given  by  way  of  grants  during  the 
year,  and  much  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  grants  available. 

The  scheme  has  afforded  landlords  to  cairy  out  schemes  of  improvements 
under  Slum  C^^earance# 

The  total  number  of  applications  approved  during  1957  - 5 

Total  ramiber  approved  to  end  of  December,  1957  - 64. 


The  Coimcil  gave  due  condieration  to  parking  sites  at  Harlech, 
Maentwrog  and  LLanbedr  and  various  surveys  were  carried  out  as  to 
suitable  sites. 


Tho  foiling  inspections  were  cairied  out  during  the  year; 


Houses  - Riblic  Health  Acts 

Houses  - Housing  Acts 

Cemplaints  investigated* 

Factories 

Workshops 

Infectious  Disease  Cases... 

Petroleum  Acts. 

Catering  Establishments. 

Vehicles  Conve3ring  Pood. 

Re-visits  to  property  under  notice 

Ice  Cream  Premises.... 

Milk  SaJi5)les  - Tuberculosis ^ 

Tinned  foods  and  other  articles  of 
food. 

Houses  Disinfected 

Water  samples. .................... 

Miscellaneous 

Slaughter  Houses 


123 

619 

47 

1 


5 

6 
5 

14 

5 

3 

36  tins 
46lbs.  meat 

8 

AO 

32 

9 


Total  - 1 002 


SIGNED..  J.E.  JOI'ES. 

Assistant  to  Public  Health 
Inspector/  Surveyor, 


July,  1958 
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